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domain. It was then that the electric light and the
electric transmission of power gave it a vastly extended
application, and the fundamental discoveries of Faraday,
the centenary of which we lately celebrated, came into
the kingdom for which they had waited nearly fifty years.
Another notable achievement of the Association was
to promote the establishment of a National Physical
Laboratory. Informal talks at our meetings in the
nineties led to the appointment of a committee which
moved the Government of the day to take action. The
Laboratory was constituted, and Sir Richard Glazebrook
was appointed its first head. What it has become in his
hands and the hands of his successor, Sir Joseph Petavel,
does not need to be told. From small beginnings it has
grown to be an influential factor in the world's scientific
progress, and a legitimate subject of national pride.

Another by-product of quite a different sort is the
memorial to Charles Darwin which we hold as trustee
of the nation and of all nations.   At our meeting in 1927
the President, Sir Arthur Keith, spoke in his address of
the house where Darwin lived and worked, pointing out
how admirably it would serve as a monument of the
great naturalist.   No sooner was the suggestion published
than a donor came forward whose devotion to the memory
of Darwin expressed itself in a noble gift.   Sir Buckston
. Browne not only bought and endowed Down House, but
arranged with pious care that the house and its grounds
should exhibit, so far as was possible, the exact environ-
ment of Darwin's life.   The pilgrims who now visit this
shrine in their thousands see Darwin's study as it was
when the master thought and wrote, and can reconstruct
the habit of his days.  There could not be a more appro-
priate memorial.   Its custody by the Association involves
obligations which are by no means small, and we may
claim that they are worthily fulfilled.